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Introduction

The construction of a new, or the expansion of an existing agricultural facility often requires
multiple Federal, State and local approval before the project begins. These requirements
may be overlapping and in some cases may require that one approval is secured before
another is requested.

This Guide is designed to provide those considering new or expanded agricultural operations
a general idea of some of the approvals that may be required. Although it attempts to
address most areas of regulation, it should not be considered comprehensive. There
may be requirements that must be fulfilled that are not listed here. Additionally, the
requirements for approval listed in this document may not be comprehensive. The
decisi?lns of the regulators who are responsible for review and approvals will always be
controlling.

When considering a new or the expansion of an agricultural operation, there are several
things that should be done initially. First a team of consultants who are familiar with
agricultural operations should be assembled. This team should consist of not only
engineers and surveyors, but also should include accountants, attorneys and land use
consultants. A new or changed agricultural operation may create many circumstances
that can have wide ranging consequences. By working with experts who not only
understand their fields, but also agriculture, much time and many aggravations can be
avoided in the permitting process.

The construction of new or the expansion of existing agricultural facilities poses some unique
challenges. Agriculture is a commercial activity, but many people do not always consider
it such. In many cases a residential activity is occurring as part of the agricultural
operation. The close connections with a residence and many traditional views of
agriculture have led to much confusion regarding what approvals are required to



construct agricultural facilities. Because of these things as well as other unique
aspects only found in agriculture, it is extremely important that the consultants
chosen understand agriculture.

In order to more fully understand what approvals may be required prior to the start of a
project, this aid has been prepared. This is only intended to serve as a guide.
Although it attempts to be comprehensive, due to the broad array of areas that
agriculture encompasses, there may be additional requirements not listed here. Early
discussions should be conducted with regulatory entities regarding the scope of your
project to insure that your project will not encounter needless delays. There may be
requirements that must be fulfilled that are not listed here. Additionally, the
requirements for approval listed in this guide may not be comprehensive. In all
cases, the decisions of the regulators who are responsible for review and approvals
will be controlling.

Review times for approval/denial listed are those that are required by statute, ordinance
or regulation. Where no time is listed, there is no requirement. One of the goals of
this guide is to help coordinate the submissions so that simultaneous review can
occur. This should reduce the overall amount of time necessary to receive final
approval to start construction.

Remember the two most important steps in the permitting of a new or expansion of an
existing agricultural operation is to engage the services of consultants who are
familiar with agricultural operations and to contact the regulatory officials early in the
process. This will insure that the project will move through the regulatory process
quickly and efficiently. A listing by county of the contact information for the regulatory
officials has been included in this Guide. These officials will help to determine what
approvals are needed and from where they must be obtained.
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Water Withdraw Approval 7 Will this project result in significant withdraw of water from
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Concentrated Animal Operation (CAO)
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Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO) Type Of Permit
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Construction Erosion and Sedimentation Plan Approval
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Erosion and Sedimentation Plan For Agcultural Plowing Or Tilling
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National Pollution Discharge Elimination SystemNPDES Permit For Stormwater
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General NPDES Permit For Stormwater Discharges Associated With Construction
Activities Requirements.
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Individual NPDES Rermit For Stormwater Discharges Associated With Construction
Activities Requirements.

Does This Project Have An
Approved Erosion And
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Manure Storage
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Animal Equivalent UnitsAEU)?
q AEV?| L MG
v
- Will The Storage Facilitydold -
NO Liquid Or Semisolid Manure(: YES
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DEP Water Quality Management Permit For Manure Storage Facilities
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Nutrient Manangment Plan
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Will This Project Result In An
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SubDivision/Land Development Ordinancne (SALDO) Permits

Does The Municipality

Have A SALDO? | * YES

Is the Proposed
v Projecta subdivisio

)

NG or land developmen —p No
under the ordancanc
v definition? ¢
Does The County Have
SALDO? > | YES v
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Uniform Construction Code (UCC) Building Permits

Will This Project Result In Th Are Th Al

Construction Of Any > YES| *» Are ithey YES
Buildings? AAgri ch——»

Buildings? *

" +

v
NO

NO

v

Submit UCC Permi
Application For
Approval/Denial.
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* AAgr i c ul-nA strucaute utiized td stbre fagndmplements, hay, feed, grain or other agrig
or horticultural products or to house poultry, livestock or other farm animals and a milk house. The t
includes a carriage house os¢hand used by members of a recognized religious sect for the purposes
housing horses and storing buggies. The term shall not include habitable space or spaces in which a

products are processed, treated or packaged and shall not be caiestneaxh a place of occupancy by th
general public.

—

W
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Approval Could Exceed30 Days




