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ireepy-crawly critters invaded the halls of Mayfield Elementary
achool recently. Itwas all part of the school's Water Festival, in
wehich fourth- and fith-grade students learned about the
Lackawanna River and local environmental issues.

The celebration concluded a four-week watershed education
program about the Lackawanna River, acid mine drainade
pollution and aguatic life. During the festival, students held
warms, acted out the "food web" and conducted water
experiments. They used iron oxide, which drains from
abandoned coal mines into the river, to create arange chalk,
and they learned the anatomy of the fish while making fish art
projects.

Zookeeper Colin Walker fram Clyde Peeling's

Rentiiand Tk ahoitalligatoie ahd ofhies reptiiss: Fresenters included an educator from Lackawanna State Park,

Conservation District employees and AmeriCarps VISTA
volunteers fram the Appalachian Coal Country Watershed
Tearm.

ne highlight of the daywas the presentation from Clyde
Feeling's Reptiland, a zoo in Allenwood, Pa. Zookeeper and
lecturer Colin Walker used a live tortoise, snakes, an iguana
and even a bahy alligator to teach the students about the
teptiles that live in Pennsyhiania and around the world.

"Even though many people fear these animals, reptiles are very
important to humans hecause they control the rodents, who
take our food, destroy aur buildings and carry disease, " Walker
explained.

Students (from left) Kali Mellin, Michael Clark,
Cheyenne Bladk, Lauren Cunningham, Kelly

Showmaker, Ryan Waverchak and Porter Barnes . ;
g B B e e S The program was funded by a Meaningful Watershed Education

el o iR Experience grant from the Fennsylvania Association of
Conservation Districts. Fourth-grade science teacher Maria
Froch partnered with the Lackawanna County Conservation
District to create the program. The program was organized he
Watershed Specialist Alana Roherts and Office of Surface
Mining YISTA volunteer Lindsey Ritchey. For maore infarmation
an the county's watershed education programs, call 281-9449%,

Hazhim Bilal (left) and Kyrin Bell paint a rubber
fish replica as part of a fish printing art project.

Mialkar shows off 8 pine =nake.
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