2008 7th Annual Statewide Grazing Conference & Farm Tours

October 22nd & 23rd, 2008

Conference Evaluation

Please complete the following survey about your experiences at the conference. 
1. “Pasture Based Beef has Less Cholesterol Content than Chicken Breast” by Dr. Susan Duckett, Clemson University was:

Very Useful (15)


Useful
(7)

Not Useful (0)
2. The seminar entitled “Is Tall Fescue on Your Side of the Fence?” by Ben Cooper, Maryland Department of Agriculture was:
Very Useful (19)


Useful
(3)

Not Useful (0)
3. The seminar about “Farmhouse Creamery” by Dave Evans was:

Very Useful (10)


Useful
(11)

Not Useful (1)
4. The breakout session entitled “Managing Forage for Grass Fed Livestock and Human Health Benefits” by Dr. Heather Karsten, Penn State was:


Very Useful  (6)


Useful
(10)

Not Useful (1-too high tech)
5. The breakout session entitled “Research on the care of goats on the forage grazing and parasite trials” by Heather Glennon, Crop Science NCSU was:

Very Useful (6)


Useful
(3)

Not Useful (0)
6. The breakout session entitled “ABC’s of Grazing” by Kris Ribble and Tim Elder was:

Very Useful (3)


Useful
(4)

Not Useful (0)
7. The breakout session entitled “Grass Fed Finishing” by Dr. Susan Duckett, Clemson University was:

Very Useful (8)


Useful   (3)


Not Useful (0)
8. The breakout session entitled “Value Added Dairy Production” by Dave Evans was: 

Very Useful (3)


Useful
(3)

Not Useful (0)
9. The breakout session entitled “Quality Forage Management and Keeping Livestock Healthy” by Ben Cooper, Maryland Department of Agriculture was:

Very Useful (14)


Useful
(4)

Not Useful (0)
10. The keynote address by Dennis Wolff, Secretary of Agriculture was:

Very Useful (13)


Useful
(6)

Not Useful (0)
11. The tour of the Cheese Plant and the Winery was:

Very Useful (14)

Useful
(3)
Not Useful (one said “interesting but not related to grazing”)
12. The tours of Kevin Plummer Dairy Farm and Matt & Karen Huey Farm were:

Very Useful (15)


Useful
(4)

Not Useful (0)
13. What was your favorite part of the conference :

Fellowship, meeting other producers, Susan Duckett, Ben Cooper, Farm Tours, Winery, Breakout sessions (in general), Grass Forage Quality session, networking, Secretary of Agriculture.
14. What was your least favorite part of the conference :

Various minor complaints about facility including parking, too much light for powerpoint.  A common issue was the first day being very long with only a short break before the banquet.  A few people didn’t like certain sessions. One said he/she would like more hands on learning opportunities.  The vast majority wrote “nothing” for this question.
15.  Before this conference, how would you have rated your understanding of the PA Project Grass Program and how it can help reduce water pollution? (1 meaning no understanding and 4 meaning high understanding) 
1 (0)         2 (6)         3 (8)         4 (9)
16. After this conference, how would you have rated your understanding of the PA Project Grass Program and how it can help reduce water pollution? (1 meaning no understanding and 4 meaning high understanding)
1 (0)
         2 (0)          3 (4)          4 (19)

17.  Before this conference, how would you rate your understanding of water pollution?
1 (0)
         2 (7)         3 (8)          4 (8)
18. After this conference, how would you rate your understanding of water pollution?

1 (0)
         2 (2)         3 (5)          4 (16)
19. Has this conference helped you understand water quality in your local watersheds?  

Yes (19)

No (3)
20. Which of the practices that you learned about during this conference do you plan to implement? (Listing of all answers given) Mixed livestock grazing, info on grass fed research to be used for marketing, manure storage, worm composting, rotational grazing, stream bank fencing and stream crossings, heavy-use area, grazing plan, need some more help to decide what needs done, maintenance of what I already have, focus on rotational grazing and mixed species grazing, managing fescue, going to try promoting the benefits of grass-fed beef.
Summary: Overall, the conference was a huge success.  The survey shows that most people gained a significant amount of knowledge regarding how the PA Project Grass Program can help them to reduce nonpoint source water pollution.  It is also important to note that the vast majority of attendees who completed surveys intend to implement some of the practices they learned about during the conference. 
Financial and other support for this project is provided by the Pennsylvania Association of Conservation Districts through a grant from the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection under Section 319 of the Clean Water Act, administered by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
Also, thank you to Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education (SARE) for their financial support.
