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The agencies, groups and volunteers on the front line
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Most people, even an-
glers and boaters, know 
the Pennsylvania Fish & 
Boat Commission as the 
agency that checks for li-
censes and registrations 
in the field. Commis-
sion workers are also the 
people who stock trout.

But the agency is re-
sponsible for much more 
that often goes unrec-
ognized, and even mis-
understood. The com-
mission is responsible 
for the overseeing and 
managing of the aquat-
ic resources of the state.
This includes cold water 
game fish such as trout, 
but also includes all the 
many warm water spe-
cies and non-game fish 
as well. In addition, the 
agency is also respon-
sible for the protection 
and management of rep-
tiles and amphibians 
that include dozens of 
little known, yet import-
ant species.

The control center is 
located at the commis-
sion’s Harrisburg head-
quarters, but regional 
offices are geographical-
ly located around the 
state. The Southwest Re-
gional Office in Somer-
set houses law enforce-
ment, maintenance staff 
and fisheries manage-
ment personnel and is 
responsible for the en-
tire southwestern part 
of the state, including 
Pittsburgh’s three rivers.

The regional office 
houses the area fisher-
ies managers and nor-
mally at least one other 
fisheries biologist. These 
professionals are re-
sponsible for gathering 
data from fish surveys 
and other sources, and 
analyzing it. They then 
determine, creel lim-
its, special regulations, 
stocking quotas and 
other management deci-
sions for the region that 
are designed to protect 
the aquatic resources 
and also maximize the 
recreational potential 
of them. This scientif-
ic-based balancing act 
is both challenging and 
essential to maximize 
use and limit abuse of 
aquatic resources.

“There are many more 
angling opportunities 
today than there were in 
the last century. Many 
waters are cleaner to-
day than they have been 
in the past 100 years. 
Hence, fish populations 
are also better,” Area 8 
aquatic fisheries man-
ager Gary Smith, out of 
Somerset, said in regard 
to the southwest region.

He also points out 
some specific exam-
ples. Smith suggests 
that among the best of 
the improving waters 
are the west branch of 
the Susquehanna Riv-
er, Little Conemaugh 
River, Stonycreek Riv-
er, Kiskiminetas River, 
Casselman River and 
the Allegheny, Monon-
gahela and Ohio rivers.

The commission’s law 
enforcement division 
is responsible for en-
forcing and overseeing 
the management regu-
lations. The waterways 
conservation officers, 
along with their depu-
ties, are on the ground 
and on the front lines in 
ensuring that the state’s 
clean stream laws are 

followed, and the state’s 
water quality is protect-
ed.

There are also many 
other divisions of the 
agency, such as the en-
gineering bureau that 
designs and implements 
boat launches and oth-
er commission facilities 
and properties. There 
is a maintenance staff 
that maintains these 
facilities all year. There 
are also legal, financial, 
technical, information-
al and education sec-
tions, as well as promo-
tion and media sections, 
all of which perform 
tasks behind the scenes. 
There are many diverse 
public programs for the 
angling and boating 
public.

The commission is 
overseen by a 10-mem-
ber legislatively ap-
proved and state-ap-
pointed board of 
commissioners, all of 
whom are unpaid vol-
unteers. Don Anderson, 
of Meyersdale, is serv-
ing his second stint as 
District 4 commission-
er.

“Angling in the south-
west has improved 
greatly in the past 30 
years and not just trout 
fishing. We have great 
warm water opportu-
nities with the Quema-
honing Reservoir and 
High Point Lake and of 
course we will get Som-
erset Lake back and bet-
ter in the near future. We 
also have great small-
mouth rivers such as the 
Casselman and Yough-
iogheny rivers that are 
both under appreciated 
and underutilized,” An-
derson said.

Anderson said he is 
aware of the explosion 
in kayaking and other 
boating interests in re-
cent years.

“We have worked hard 
in the commission and 
with local partners to en-
sure that we have launch 
and access points. Our 
boating facilities grant 
program has played a 
key role in that,” he said.

The commission re-
ceives no tax revenue 
from the state’s gen-
eral fund. It must sus-
tain itself from license 
fees, registrations and 
federal contributions 
from taxes on the sale 
of sporting equipment. 
The commission has not 
been granted a license 
increase by the state leg-
islature since 2005. That, 
and the pandemic, have 
constrained the agency 
like never before.

Despite these chal-
lenges, the commission 
remains on the front 
lines of resource con-
servation and the con-
tinuation of a $2 billion 
recreational-based in-
dustry that is a powerful 
economic generator for 
the state, benefiting ev-
ery citizen whether they 
fish or boat.
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Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission Executive Di-
rector Tim Schaeffer stocks trout in Somerset County’s 
Shaffers Run. Schaeffer traveled from Harrisburg to as-
sist local commission staff who are making the effort 
to provide viable trout angling opportunities across the 
state despite the many challenges created by the pan-
demic.
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The Mountain Laurel Chapter of Trout Unlimited is 
officially based out of Johnstown, but it sponsors re-
source conservation projects in Cambria, Somerset 
and Bedford counties.

“Trout Unlimited is not a fishing club and too much 
emphasis is put on that, especially from people who 
are not involved in it,” said longtime chapter President 
Randy Buchanan, who resides in Richland Township 
but grew up in Wilbur.

“Trout Unlimited is a cold water conservation orga-
nization that operates on the national, state and local 
chapter level because everyone needs clean water to 
live, not just fish.”

The local chapter has 300 members and has orga-
nized litter cleanups, stream improvement projects, 
cold water conservation programs and related ac-
tivities for over 25 years. As one example, the local 
chapter has worked in the Bens Creek Watershed in 
Somerset County for two decades. In cooperation 
with landowners and other organizations such as the 
Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission and the Som-
erset Conservation District, members have stabilized 
stream banks, reduced soil erosion, improved water 
quality and increased recreational opportunities in 
the watershed.

Recently the chapter partnered with the Western 
Pennsylvania Conservancy to create a geographic in-
formation system database and mapping of the entire 
watershed in order to better coordinate and identify 
future projects in the watershed.

The chapter also sponsors the Trout In the Class-
room project in local schools in Cambria and Somer-
set counties that enables students to raise trout and 
learn about how important clean water is for life to 
survive. The chapter conducts fish releases and com-
bines it with field days for the students in the spring 
that provide added conservation education for the 
students.

Trout Unlimited at the national, state and local level 
also promotes the enhancement of wild trout resourc-
es and encourages and works with professional fish-
ery managers and agencies to protect and improve 
that valuable cold water resource wherever possible.

The local chapter produces a quarterly newsletter 
and holds an annual fundraising banquet each year. 
The money raised goes back into local cold water im-
provement projects.

“You do not have to be an angler to be a member. 
We have members who support our cause who either 
rarely fish or do not fish at all. Trout Unlimited is also 
a great place to meet like-mined, conservation-ori-
ented people and forge friendships that you otherwise 
would not have,” Buchanan said.

Organization treasurer Pat Buchanan said he joined 
because of the projects.

“I joined Trout Unlimited because of the water qual-
ity improvement projects not the fishing. My motiva-
tion was the need for clean water because as a nurse I 
know clean water is an important issue and directly 
connected to human health problems now and will be 
more so in the future,” he said.

The chapter’s meetings are on hold because of the 
pandemic, but they normally meet at 7:30 p.m. the 
first Thursday of the month at the Richland Township 
Municipal Building. Information on how to join and 
to become involved can be found at www.mltu.org.
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Mountain Laurel Chapter of Trout Unlimited vol-
unteers work on a stream improvement project on 
Clear Shade Creek in Somerset County.
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The Laurel Highlands 
Conservation Landscape 
is a consortium of both 
professional and volun-
teer conservation orga-
nizations in the Laurel 
Highlands. It is a pro-
gram of the Pennsylvania 
Environmental Council 
and provides a forum for 
sharing information and 
providing assistance in 
developing resource con-
servation projects.

A recent project spear-
headed by the group is 
the Value of Clean Water 
Study and Report that de-
termines the ecosystem 
value of clean water in the 
Loyalhanna, Conemaugh 
and Youghiogheny river 
watersheds.

The development of the 
report was overseen by a 
steering committee con-
sisting of members of the 
supporting organizations 
and was completed by 
Key-Log Economics.

Economic values and 
impacts for resource 
conservation, recreation 
and other conservation 
endeavors have always 
been difficult to proper-
ly determine. Ecosystem 
benefits are services that 
people receive from such 
things as clean water and 
air, scenic views, experi-
ences in nature and fer-
tile soil to grow food and 
sustain domestic and 
wild animals. Stresses in 
watersheds such as devel-

opment and pollution can 
reduce or disrupt these 
services, which cause an 
economic negative cost to 
society.

The take-home mes-
sage of the study is that 
regional watersheds pro-
vide $3.7 billion a year in 
benefits to residents of the 
Laurel Highlands region.

“We are the first to cre-
ate a premier study such 
as this and it replaces 
previous studies by hav-
ing developed a much 
more rigorous model and 
deliverables that can be 
used to prioritize funding 
and determine its impact. 
This moves us toward a 
data-driven conservation 
advocacy for conserva-
tionists to use to justify 
their cause, just as busi-
ness and industry do to 
justify theirs,” Monty 
Murty, a steering com-
mittee member, said.

Program manager 
Marla Papernick added 
that it’s a tool to convince 
citizens, decision-makers 
and elected officials that 
water quality is a worth-
while investment.

The study puts nature 
and natural resource con-
servation into the market-
place of real, documented 
economic impacts. The 
group will soon bring 
this important informa-
tion into the public venue 
through a public relations 
effort, brochure and oth-
er initiatives aimed at 
reaching residents in an 
understandable and in-
formative method.
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Have some FUN with your family while practicing
social distancing… Go On A Bear Hunt (walk, bike,
or ride) and take pics of your favorite Bears you
find. Then post them on our contest page at

www.dailyamerican.com
Enter now and you could win a $100 Gift Card!

Sponsored by:

H I D D E N  VA L L E YH I D D E N  VA L L E Y
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Brighten up your stay at home.Brighten up your stay at home.Brighten up your stay at home.
PLANT FLOWERS!

Unfortunately,due to Covid-19wewill not
be doing our Customer AppreciationDay,

in effort to avoid large crowds.
Stop in to seewhat discount you can receive from

APRIL 20TH - 25TH
Unfortunately, there will be no refreshments.

As always cash or check accepted only.

Take a look
at our KOI FISH

for SALE

169 Hidden Valley Dr.,Meyersdale
OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 8-7, SATURDAY 8-6
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ATTENTION

3118 Greenville Rd.,
Meyersdale, PA

(by the peaches & apple
place in Pocahontas)
814.634.8212

Closed May 21 & June 1

Greenville
Meadow Floral

is Now
OPEN FOR

THE SEASONTHE SEASON


