
Potter County Community Action Plan Grant Funds On-farm Composting 

Coudersport PA – The Potter County Conservation 
District recently partnered with Summit Trail Rides 
and the Dungster LLC to implement a composting 
system for sustainable manure management at 
their operation. What made the Summit Trail Rides 
equine boarding site desirable, the many remote 
trails adjacent to state forest, also made manure 
disposal a challenge as there is little land available 
for pasturing horses and spreading manure 
generated onsite. The operation is also located in 
very close proximity to the South Woods Branch, a 
High-Quality trout stream. As a result, the project 
was prioritized by the District due to its location in 
the upper reaches of the Susquehanna River 
Watershed. Community Action Plan (CAP) 
Implementation Block Grant funds administered by 
DEP were used to complete the work. In addition 

to the composting Dungster System, underground outlets were installed in conjunction with roof 
gutters. A stabilized animal walkway was also installed between the barn and the small pasture area. 
The total project investment was $50,635.00.   

The Dungster LLC supplied a composting facility that is comprised of two new 30-yard composting 
dumpsters. It is assembled with aeration equipment on a concrete pad for secondary containment. The 
two units are complete with accessories including the DungsterGard molded and modular PE covers and 
Ramp-it-Up system for manual loading. The first batch of compost was composted in November 2024.  

Two unmodified 30-yard dumpsters host the aeration equipment. The Dungster LLC technology sits by 
gravity alone on the smooth steel floor. The blower is controlled by a timer to pulse air into the manure 
filled vessels. The Dungster system doses oxygen three times an hour in a heavy blast from the provided 
blower. The DungsterGard covers are segmented, four for each dumpster, and overlapping. This design 
allows the contents to “breathe” yet the elements cannot enter. The covers also mitigate leachate 
generation. In summertime, the covers deny flies a breeding ground for enhanced disease control. After 
a few weeks’ time the thermophilic or “hot phase” of composting is complete, the aeration system is 
extracted, the unit is emptied and readied for the process to repeat. One 30-yard vessel is absorbing 
daily chores while the other is actively composting. 

To learn more contact Jason Childs, or Dungster can be contacted at 
info@dungstercomposting.com, or visit the website www.dungstercomposting.com.   
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