
September 12, 2025 
Water Educa�on Day 
 

 

On Wednesday, September 10th, the Columbia County Conserva�on District held its 8th annual Water 
Educa�on Day at Briar Creek Lake Park in Berwick.  About 190 eighth-grade students from two different 
school districts in Columbia County atended the event.  The students rotated through six sta�ons where 
they learned about various aspects of our water sources, water quality, and aqua�c ecosystems.  The six 
sta�ons: Water Quality, Streams, Groundwater, Music and Discovery, Art and Poetry, and Fish Ecology are 
all led by volunteers.  About 50 volunteers, from organiza�ons like PA American Water, PA Fish and Boat 
Commission, Trout Unlimited, Susquehanna River Basin Commission, PA DEP, Bloomsburg Children’s 
Museum, Columbia County Traveling Library, McBride Memorial Library, Commonwealth University – 
Bloomsburg, and many more, helped make the day possible and educated the students on these topics. 

The sta�ons are designed to be quick and fun, but also impac�ul.  The students learned about where 
their drinking water comes from, possible contamina�on sources, and source water protec�on.  They got 
to see live aqua�c macroinvertebrates, how they can indicate water quality, and how they fit into the 
aqua�c ecosystem.  The Music and Discovery sta�on, led by SRBC, presented the history of the 
Susquehanna River and the American Eel and all about their unique lifecycle.  Art and Poetry focused on 
the natural beauty of our watersheds, and the students wrote haikus about water and created mandalas 
out of natural materials.  Students got to explore surface and ground water via groundwater models and 
stream tables.  The Water Quality sta�on focused on where our drinking water comes from and how it is 
treated, and the students got to compete against each other in the ‘Filter Challenge.’  The sta�ons are 
created to be hands on and engaging, and mul�ple sta�ons even include games where the kids get to 
run around and be ac�ve. 

The event was sponsored by PA American Water and the Roaring Creek Valley Conserva�on Associa�on, 
and dona�ons were made by Weis Markets, Giant, Dunkin, and Wise Foods.  This event would not be 
possible without all of the amazing volunteers who gave their �me and exper�se to the students.  It was 
a beau�ful day for some outdoor educa�on! 

 

 

*see photos below 



Students crea�ng sustainable art, specifically a mandala, out of natural materials and learning 
about na�ve versus invasive species. 



Students playing “Go Fish” at the Fish Ecology Sta�on. “Go Fish” is a game that demonstrates 
the delicate balance between popula�on size, food, and habitat within aqua�c habitats.  



Students at a the Stream sta�on iden�fy various parts of a stream like headwaters, mouth, 
delta, cut bank, deposi�on, and erosion. 



Students work together to build a filter for the Filter Challenge. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A volunteer using a groundwater model so demonstrate how groundwater moves and can 
become contaminated.   


