
Pennsylvania’s Conservation 

Districts



If you like to …



Drink clean 

water



Travel



Relax



Eat



Garden



Swim



Fish



Camp



Walk



Watch Birds



Hike



Go Boating



…then you benefit from 

the work of 

Pennsylvania’s county 

conservation districts.



• Created in Pennsylvania in 
1945 in reaction to the dust 
bowl of the 1930s to 
improve soil 
and water
conservation

What is a Conservation District?



● PA has 66 county conservation

districts (every county but 

Philadelphia)

What is a Conservation District?



• Implement
effective, locally-
led conservation
programs

What is a Conservation District?



• Work in partnership with federal 

and state agencies

What is a Conservation District?

http://www.epa.gov/cgi-bin/epalink?target=http://www.epa.gov/&logname=epahome&referrer=seal
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://sites.state.pa.us/PA_Exec/PGC/


• County governing body appoints a 

7 person Board of Directors to 4 

year terms
• 2-4 farmers

• 2-4 non-farmer members of public

• 1 member of county governing body

Structure



• County and local organizations, for example:
• Farm Bureau

• Chamber of Commerce

• Watershed associations

• Federation of Sportsmen 

• League of Women Voters

• Association of Township Officials

• Submit the names of at least two candidates for 
each director vacancy as his/her term expires

Nominating Organizations 



• Employing personnel

• Cooperating or entering into agreements with those 
carrying out erosion control and prevention 
operations

• Assisting and advising land owners in storm water 
management, soil erosion control and tillage 
practices

Role of Board of Directors & Districts



• Assisting county and municipal governments in land 

reviews and storm water management plans

• Conducting educational programs related to soil 

and water conservation

• Accepting authority delegated by municipal, county, 

state or federal governments

Role of Board of Directors & Districts



• Establishing fees for services for non-state entities  

• Conducting surveys and research in regards to soil 

erosion and prevention

• Making available material or equipment to help 

producers conserve soil

Role of Board of Directors & Districts



• Entering public or private property to make 
inspections to ensure compliance with Clean 
Streams Law and Dam Safety and Encroachments 
Act

• Assisting environmental advisory councils

Role of Board of Directors & Districts



May include:
• Manager

• Erosion & Sediment Control Technician

• Agricultural Conservation Technician

• Chesapeake Bay Technician

• Nutrient Management Technician

• Resource Conservationist 

• Watershed Specialist

• Environmental Educator

• Forester

• Engineer (civil or agricultural) 

• Administrative Assistant

Staff



Conservation District Activities



• Watershed   Protection

Conservation District Activities



• Agricultural 

Assistance

Conservation District Activities



• Nutrient 

Management

Conservation District Activities



• Agricultural 

Land 

Preservation

Conservation District Activities



• Storm Water 

Management 

Conservation District Activities



• Floodplain 

Management

Conservation District Activities



• Dirt & Gravel 

Roads

Conservation District Activities



• Forest 

Management

Conservation District Activities



• Environmental 

Education

Conservation District Activities



• Wildlife 

Management 

Conservation District Activities



• Chesapeake 

Bay Program

Conservation District Activities



• Abandoned 

Mine 

Reclamation 

and Acid Mine 

Drainage

Conservation District Activities



• Stream 

Encroachments 

and Wetlands

Conservation District Activities



• Erosion and 

Sedimentation 

(E&S) Pollution 

Control 

Conservation District Activities



• Biosolids

Conservation District Activities



• West Nile 

Virus

Conservation District Activities



• Conservation District
– Fees for services (plan reviews, educational programs) 

– Sales (seedlings, fish, birdseed)

• Local Government (county or municipal)

• Pennsylvania Government 

• Federal Government

• Private (foundations, companies)

Funding



PACD - Working for Conservation Districts
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PACD



• The Pennsylvania Association of Conservation 
Districts, Inc. (PACD) is a non-profit organization 
that 

supports, 
enhances, 

and promotes 

Pennsylvania’s  Conservation Districts 
and their programs through . . .

PACD 



• outreach,

PACD 



• education, 

PACD 



• training, 

PACD 



• and 

representation 

and advocacy for 

conservation 

district funding at 

the state level.

PACD 



What Can You Do to Help 

Natural Resources 

in Your 

Community?



Plenty!



Volunteer



Serve as a Director



Become a Member of the State Association



Do It Today!
For more information, contact:

PACD

25 N. Front St.

Harrisburg, PA 17101

717-238-PACD (7223)

pacd@pacd.org

www.pacd.org

You can help shape the look and feel of your neighborhood.

mailto:pacd@pacd.org

