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AWaterQuahty Activity and Coloring Book

Produced by the Pennsylvania Chesapeake Bay Program
Illustrated by Bill Wiscott, Maryland Department of General Services



This publication is produced by the Pennsylvania Chesapeake Bay Program's Bay Education
Office. The PA Chesapeake Bay Education Office develops educational materials and outreach
strategies as part of the PA Chesapeake Bay Program.

The state's Chesapeake Bay Program is a cooperative project between the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection and related state and federal agencies. The PA Chesapeake Bay Education
Office is administered by the PA Association of Conservation Districts.

The effort to preserve the Chesapeake Bay is multifaceted, involving the government and the
public. The PA Chesapeake Bay Education Office supports the work of other related groups
including the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay and the Chesapeake Bay Foundation.

For more information on the PA Chesapeake Bay Program or its PA Chesapeake Bay Education
Office contact: The PA Chesapeake Bay Education Office, 25 North Front Street, Harrisburg, PA
17101.

Revised 6/04
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Dear Parents and teachers.

Evervone. including children, has an important role in protecting water resources. The
tollowing pages explain to youngsters what they can do to help improve local and down-
stream water quality.

Depending on the age and skill of the child, the information and activities presented in this
publication may be worked on independently or with the help of an adult. Possible answers
are included. as a guide, with some of the activity questions.

Make learning tun and share this activity book with a child who is special to you. Should
you have any suggestions or questions. please teel tree to contact the PA Chesapeake Bay
Education Ofttice.

We All Live Downstream
<
A cooperative project between the Department of
Environmental Protection and related State and Federal Agencies and Organizations
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Getting Started...

Work through the following pages. If you need help ask a parent, teacher, or
another adult.

1. Because clean water is important, protecting water is important.
Why is clean water important to you?

2. Making sure water is clean and safe for animals and people to use
is called protecting water quality. Everything we do can affect
water quality. That's because anything that goes on the land or
down the drain can travel into creeks, rivers, or water that is under
the ground.

Can you think of something that you use every day that goes down
the drain?

3. Something that harms the water and causes water pollution upstream,
may travel downstream and cause water pollution in your backyard.

With the help of a parent or a teacher, get a map and find the nearest
stream or river to your home. Can you name a town that 1s located
upstream from you?

Can you name a town that is located downstream from you?




In Pennsylvania, lots of the water
moves downstream and travels to the
Chesapeake Bay.

Find Pennsylvania on this drawing
and color it green.

Find the Chesapeake Bay and color
it blue.

The Chesapeake Bay Basin

Water pollution in Pennsylvania is hurting the fish and plants that live
in Pennsylvania streams and in the Chespeake Bay. Draw a picture
of a fish, bird, or other animal that might live in a Pennsylvania
stream or at the Chesapeake Bay.

Good neighbors do their part to help keep the water clean so that
it can safely be used for things such as drinking, bathing, and
swimming. Pennsylvania’s good neighbors are helping to keep the
animals and plants living in the Chesapeake Bay healthy.

What can you do to be a Good Neighbor? (Hint: You may get
some good ideas by reading the following pages)




Get Involved

Everybody can help protect water quality. Learn as much as you can. Invite the
local conservation district staff to your school. Read books and newspapers. Tell
your family how and why you want to help protect water quality.



Save Water

Saving water helps reduce water pollution. Remember to turn the water off while
you brush your teeth or wash your hands. Can you think of another way to help
save water?




Use Household Products Properly

BE CAREFUL...Many things around the home, like paint or cleaners, can harm
you and water quality if they are handled improperly. How can you be sure you
are using cleaners properly? Where can you go to for help?
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Care For Your Lawn

Everyone needs to be careful when they use lawn fertilizers. If too much fertilizer
is used, the extra fertilizer will wash off the lawn and cause water pollution. Can
you think of something you can plant, with an adult, that will help make your yard
look nice and at the same time help protect water quality?
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Plant Trees and Shrubs

Grass, trees, and shrubs soak up extra fertilizer (nutrients) and help protect water
quality. Plants also prevent soil erosion by keeping the dirt where it belongs—on
your yard. Plants look nice. Can you think of another way plants can help the
environment?
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Use Bug Controls Carefully

Not all bugs are bad. Some bug sprays can Kkill all bugs, even friendly ones like
ladybugs. Staff at the local Cooperative Extension office can teach your family new
ways of controlling unwanted pests. Can you think of an unwanted bug that might
live in woodpiles or in other places near your home?
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Control Rainwater

When lots of rain falls on hard surfaces, such as concrete sidewalks, driveways, and
streets, it runs off, carrying leaves, trash, and car oil into storm drains. Storm
drains eventually empty into creeks and rivers. Trash, yard wastes, and car oil
causes water pollution. Can you think of a way to help rain water soak into the
ground?
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Dispose of Things Properly

Toilets are not garbage cans. They should not be used to throw away trash,
dangerous chemicals, paint, or your brother or sister! What could happen if paint
were thrown down the toilet?
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Cars Can Hurt Water Quality

Many things that help make a car run can hurt water quality. Help your parents
by letting them know used motor oil and antifreeze should be placed in a container,
with a tight lid, and taken to a recycling center. They should not be thrown in the
trash or dumped on the ground or down a drain! Where should cars be washed so
that car grime and detergents do not cause water pollution?
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Watch for Spills

If you see that motor oil, antifreeze or similar product has leaked onto the
driveway or garage floor, do not use water to wash the area. Remember, these
products can cause water pollution. With your parent's help, sprinkle sawdust,
or dirt onto the area. Then carefully sweep the material into a strong bag, seal
the bag carefully and put it in the trash. Can you think of something else that can
safely be used to soak up car spills?
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Date

Dear PA Chesapeake Bay Education Office Staff:

My name is

— —

I did it! T have decided to be a good neighbor and help protect water quality.
I will start by:

Please send me a free Good Neighbors window decal. My address is:

(street address)

(city. state, zip code)

Thank you.

Sincerely,

(Your name)
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Tell us what you are doing to help protect local water quality and our downstream
neighbor, the Chesapeake Bay. Send your letter to: The Pennsylvania Chesapeake

Bay Education Office, 25 North Front Street, Harrisburg, PA 17101. We will send
you a free We All Live Downstream window decal!



