
 

 

 

PACD South East Region Meeting Minutes 
Henning’s Market, Harleysville, PA 

April 2, 2026 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
South East Region Director Piper Sherburne and President Emil Bove welcomed everyone to the 
meeting. Piper Sherburne called the meeting to order at 10:03 AM. 
 
In attendance: Jessica Buck, Montgomery; Chris Strohmaier, Chester; Nate Pritchard, 
Northampton; Cait Connolly, DEP; Kate Bresaw, DEP; Carl Deluca, DEP; Kevin Frederick, 
Lehigh; Janet Creegan, DEP; Michael Leventry, Delaware; Robert Page, DEP; Heather Smeltz, 
NRCS; Charlie Hanner, NRCS; Sarah Xenophon, SCC; Linda Mackey, DEP; Karen Lochman, 
Delaware; Mary Batt, Delaware; Gretchen Schatschneider, Bucks; Dean Druckenmiller, Berks; 
Piper Sherburne, Berks; Emil Bove, PACD/Westmoreland; Barb Peace, PACD/Indiana; Molly 
Burns, PACD; Jaci Kerstetter, DEP; Jacqui Catrabone, Strategy Solutions; Nick Vivian, DEP; 
Derek Snyder, Versant Strategies 
 
Set Date for Next Meeting 
The next meeting will take place on October 1, 2026, at Henning’s Market in Harleysville, PA. 
[Note: Changed to October 19 due to facility conflict.] 
 
Approval of Minutes from the Previous Meeting 
The minutes of the previous meeting were distributed prior to the meeting. 
 
It was moved by Gretchen Schatschneider and seconded by Chris Strohmaier to approve the 
minutes of the previous meeting on October 30, 2026, as presented. Motion carried. 
 
PACD Business and Report 
 
Legislative Update 
Versant Strategies Chief Operating Officer Derek Snyder provided a legislative update. He also 
provided talking points and information to support the budget ask using a grassroots focus. 
 
Recommended Changes to the PACD Bylaws 
Director of Nonprofit & Community Services for Strategy Solutions Jacqui Catrabone presented 
an overview of the recommended updates to the PACD Bylaws and took questions. 
 
PACD Report 
Project & Event Specialist Molly Burns provided a report from PACD, including program 
updates and new and ongoing initiatives. 
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Proposed Policy 
Molly Burns presented a proposed policy from Lebanon County Conservation District designed 
to protect agricultural lands from PFAS and other ‘forever chemicals.’ Nick Vivian with DEP 
explained how DEP is addressing the issue. They are working on changes to the DEP Biosolids 
General Permits to address ‘forever chemicals’ such as PFAS. The proposed policy will likely be 
adjusted or reframed after the region meetings, so no vote was taken. 
 
Regional Information Sharing 
Each district provided an update on programs and activities. 
 
Partner Reports 
 
PA Department of Environmental Protection 
Kate Bresaw, Nick Vivian, and Robert Page provided a report on behalf of DEP. 
 
PA State Conservation Commission 
Sarah Xenophon provided a report on behalf of the SCC. 
 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Charlie Hanner and Heather Smeltz provided a report on behalf of NRCS. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Gretchen Karen 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:16 PM 


